
Page 8 Central Plains Co-op

Central Plains Co-op
318 S. Madison, PO Box A

Smith Center, KS 66967
www.CentralPlainsCoop.com

Directory
Smith Center .......................................785-282-6813
  .......................................................800-498-6813
Athol ....................................................785-695-2216
Cedar ...................................................785-697-2621
Seed Warehouse ..................................785-282-6070

Officer and Directors

Steve Overmiller ........................................ Chairman
Curtis Overmiller ............................... Vice Chairman
John Timmons ............................................. Secretary
Cory Frieling .................................................Director
Dennis Jacobs ................................................Director
Tom Bose ......................................................Director
Dean Panter ...................................................Director
Jerald Ratliff ................................... General Manager

Conduct Spring Tank 
Maintenance
 Proper tank maintenance helps to keep your fuel 
supply clean and free from contaminants that can do 
harm to engines. Eliminating water, sediment and 
other impurities from the storage tank prevents these 
pollutants from entering your fuel system where they 
can plug up filters, cause corrosion, and produce in-
jector deposits that severely hampers performance.
 Cenex® Premium Diesel is formulated with a 
comprehensive additive package to ensure healthy 
storage life: demulsifiers to seperate water from fuel and 
reduce the maount of moisture entering the combustion 
chamber; stabilizers to prohibit gum/varnish buildup; 
corrosion inhibitors to prevent rust and deterioration; 
and more. For additional advice on fuel sampling, tank 
cleaning and maintenance, talk to your Cenex Certified 
Distributor. Find a distributor near you at cenex.com. 
CPC

Tank Maintenance Checklist:

  Drain and remove water and contaminants (every 
three months)
  Change bulk storage tank filters (at least twice a 
year)
 Clean pump screens (regularly)
 Clean tanks (annually)
 Ensure tank is tilted to direcet water and debris away 
from outlet
 Replace vehicle tank filters (as recommended by 
manufracturer)
 Drain condensation (periodically) if vehicle tank 
filter has drain valve
 Check caps, sumps and vents for integrity and proper 
functioning 
 Refer to your OEM Manual for complete 
maintenance procedures

Understand Your 
Equipment Warranty 
 If you’ve been buying oil from your equipment 
dealer because you thought your warranty required 
you to use a certain brand of lubricants, you may 
want to double check your owner’s manual. In reality, 
you do not need to use lubricants from your farm 
equiptment manufacturer - you just need to select 
products that meet the required grade specifications.  
 Cenex offers a full line of premium quality lubricants 
to meet the grade specifications for your equipment. 
These lubricatns are uniquely formulated to withstand 
the intense challenges of today’s high-tech engines.
 And, when you ue Cenex lubricants along with 
Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster® Premium Diesel Fuel, 
you can enroll your farm equipment in the Cenex Total 
Protection Plan® warranty for up to 10 years or 10,000 
hours (8 years or 8,000 hours on used equipment).  CPC
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General Manager’s notes
By Jerald Ratliff
 The year two thousand fourteen has come and gone 
and now we need to turn our attention to two thousand 
fifteen.  We have not written a newsletter for several 
months so there should be lots of information by all 
locations and departments to catch up on.  I would en-
courage you to read the letter in its entirety.
 I will recap the harvest for you to start off with.  
The 2014 wheat harvest was another challenge for 
your cooperative.  Our total receipts were down 
approximately eighty thousand bushels from 2013. 
Most of the deficit came from our Cedar location; the 
other two were either higher or just slightly under the 
previous year.  I feel very fortunate, given the drought 
and the quality of this year’s wheat crop, that our 
receipts were that good.  Marketing of the wheat crop 
is going well.  We are able to capture different mill 
markets than we have in the past helping our bottom 
line.  However, rail transportation has been an issue 
and will not go away anytime soon.  We will hope for 
the best, the next few months, to get the wheat shipped 
out in a timely fashion.
 Fall harvest was good to the association.  Milo 
receipts were down considerably due to drought and 
reduction of acres.  Both corn and bean receipts were 
up.  Quality of the grain was good and we at the coop 
are thankful for that.  We did have to dry some milo 
and there was some light milo received, more than we 
are accustom to.  All in all, the employees handled it all 

very efficiently, and acceptable quality grain is being 
shipped out.
 I want to make a comment about the current 
markets.  The price of milo is higher than the price of 
corn.  That has only happened once in the past that I can 
remember.  The Chinese have been huge purchasers 
of grain sorghum this fall harvest causing the price 
differential.  I don’t know how long it will last or if it 
will continue into the next crop year your guess is as 
good as mine; enjoy it while you can.
 The eighth annual meeting of your cooperative was 
held in late August.  The previous year was reported 
to be profitable one and a fifty percent cash patronage 
dividend was handed out, with the balance going into 
equity.  Management reported on the operations of the 
organization to approximately one hundred and fifty 
people.  The organization continues to be a full service 
coop catering to the needs of its patrons with the pa-
trons sharing in the profits of the coop.
 We have installed ecommerce on our accounting 
system.  This allows you to log into your account from 
your home computer.  This is an added benefit to you, 
the customer, of Central Plains Co-op allowing you to 
check on your purchases and also to check on your 
grain stored with the coop.  The procedure for getting 
your account set up is to go to the Central Plains Co-op 
web site and click on the patron access account icon.
 Board and management of the Central Plains Co-
op do want to wish you and your family a HAPPY 

General Manager’s notes continued on page 2
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From the Seed 
Warehouse
By Denton Lehmann

General Manager’s notes continued from page 1

 On this very cold afternoon, which is to get much 
colder Tuesday, I hope your Christmas with your 
family went well and we wish you all the best in the 
coming years ahead. I would like to talk to you about 
GMO (Genetically Modified Organism). First of all 
the general public views Bio-Technology & Geneti-
cally Modified Organism (GMO) as one in the same; 
they are not the same. Bio-Technology: the use of 
biological process or organism for human purpose. 
Bio Tech has been around since the dawn of humans. 
GMO: is an organism whose genetic material has 
been altered using genetic engineering techniques. 
Examples- Bacteria, yeast, insects, plants, fish, mam-
mals, etc. You may have heard about the Organic In-
dustry wanting to change Food Labeling. I just want 
everyone to understand what GMO really is. Please 
go on “You Tube” to Jimmy Kimmel live and watch 
“What’s a GMO”. It was an eye opening video that 
tells me the people living in the big cities don’t know 
much about farming or feeding the world.
 After saying that, I want to give you some facts 
and myths about GMO’s. One fact is the cultural 
affect it has on agriculture that scares me, as in 2010 
the urban population growth in America outpaced 
the population growth of rural America. Why does 
it matter? Policy makers in America are becoming 
more and more removed from Agriculture and that 
is beginning to show up in the policies/regulations 
that we have. We are adding 200,000 people per day 
to the world population and the expected population 
increase by 2050 is 2.6 BILLION. Quote by Dr. 
Norman Borlaug “The rate of population increase 
exceeds the rate of increase in food production.” 
Urbanization changes diets; before the year 2000, 
rural and urban diets were both on an upward climb. 
After 2000 rural diets leveled off and in 2010 urban 
diets went above rural and are on a steady climb 
while rural diets remain level to a slight decline. 
 Who knows what SNAP is? SNAP is Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program. In 2001 SNAP 
portion of the Farm Bill was 61%, in 2012 SNAP 
potion of the Farm Bill was 80% (Farmer Insurance 
Subsidies were roughly 10% in 2012). Ex. Total Farm 

NEW YEAR and may it be a profitable one for you.  
We do appreciate your continued support of the coop 
by giving us your business and your constructive com-
ments.  Again let us make the NEW YEAR a profitable 
one. CPC

Dear Employee,
 Brad  Howland has accepted 
the position of Operations 
Manager for the Central Plains  
Co-op  effective November 1st. Brad 
has been with the Co -op for several 
years serving the coop in different 
capacities. Brad also brings to the table 
experience from working with two 
other Kansas Cooperatives.  Along with 
the clerical duties he now performs he 
will be assisting the manager with the 
operations of the coop. Brad has also 
and will continue to do on farm visits 
with the customers promoting customer 
relations and developing future paths 
for the Cooperative.
 Brad and his wife Amy have two 
daughters, Emma and Madison. Brad 
and Amy are active in church and 
community affairs and enjoy living on 
an acreage outside of Smith Center. 
Amy along with Brad own and operate 
Howland Mobile Vet Clinic serving 
Phillips, Smith, and Jewell counties in 
Kansas.
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Bill in 2014 is $96 Billion with +80% being SNAP. 
So you can see how it has become a very urban vs. 
rural discussion when comes to the Farm Bill, and 
how our Ag policies and structure can be affected by 
shifting population.
 Now on Food Labeling, currently several 
companies are voluntarily labeling their products 
“non-GMO”. Voluntarily labeling provides additional 
margin for these companies. Companies such as 
Monsanto and Syngenta are saying “Why label GMO, 
when all the Non-GMO are labeled”. This is perceived 
by the consumer that they are “hiding” something and 
GMO must not be safe otherwise they would label. 
Companies such as Monsanto and Syngenta are not 
against food labeling. They are against the current 
thought process of a “patchwork” labeling system 
in which all local and state governments would each 
have its own set of laws and regulations. Issues would 
include higher prices. Inconsistent food labeling for 
the consumer and food safety truly is not determined 
as FDA would have a minimal role. A better system is 
a federal system in which everyone plays by the same 
rules. FDA would be the food safety authority as they 
have been since 1907. They would truly regulate and 
test all GMO traits and products and label if, and only 
if, there are health issues/concerns to the consumer 
because of traits. This would provide consistency 
within the rules and regulations across the entire 
nation. And everyone plays by the same “rules”. 
Ultimately, the food labeling discussion is not about 
safe or unsafe food as the studies have shown since 
the inception of bio-tech. The US Organic Industry 
generated profits of over $26 billion in 2013, while 
Monsanto made $15 billion globally. The global 
profits of Organic industry were $63 billion. Still 
think Monsanto is the only one interested in being 
profitable.
 How a GM seed gets to market: No other type of 
new seed that comes to market from other breeding 
methods goes through regulatory approval, including 
the thousands of conventional and organic seeds 
developed from mutagenesis. 
 Only GMOs are required to be reviewed. Even 
before the new seed goes through the review process, 
years of testing and research take place. After 13 
years and $136 million dollars (on average) the seed 
variety is brought to market, going through FDA to 
prove GMOs are safe to eat, Environment Protection 

Agency to review of GMOs that enhance pest control 
to prove they are safe for the environment and USDA 
to review of all GMOs to prove they are safe to grow. 
Genetically Modified Crops have 3.95 billion acres 
of farmland used for GMO crops since 1996. 1000+ 
Academic studies to support that GMO crops are 
just as safe as those developed through traditional 
breeding. A total of 63 countries have GMO crops 
that have been approved for cultivation or import. 
Also it takes 13 years to develop and test GM seeds 
before they’re grown commercially in the US.
 Environmental benefits of GMO: Here are several 
Items to consider, environmental and pollution 
reduction, enhanced production to feed the world, 
GMOs are not just GM Corn or GM Soybeans, GMO 
stands for organism, which is any live being. This 
includes crops, Animals, viruses, etc. This is a great 
example, ZMAPP is the serum produced from Bio-
Tech Tobacco plant that provided the 2 Americans 
that had contracted the Ebola Virus. Without GMO 
and Bio-Tech. this serum could not have been 
produced and utilized. Other environmental benefits, 
between 1996 and 2011 biotechnology reduced the 
amount of pesticide used by 474 million kilograms, 
leading to an 18.1% reduction in the environmental 
impact of insecticides and herbicides. Biotech crops 
require less fuel and less tillage. In 2011, this reduced 
CO2 emissions by 23 billion kilograms that is equal 
to taking 10.2 million cars off the road for one year. 
Technological Innovation has increased productivity 
and improved Corn plant to better utilize resources. 
Resulting in less fertilizer applied per bushel Corn 
produced. Times have changed in 1960 1 acre of corn 
feed 1 person, 2005 1 acre feed 1.8 people and in 
2050 we will need feed 2.5 people per acre. Also in 
1970 it took 601 sq. ft. to produce 1 bu. of corn and in 
2010 we produced 1bu. of corn on 285 sq. ft.
 I know that was a lot to take in, but we need to 
help educate the urban population about GMOs and 
farming in general because they don’t understand 
what farming is let alone how we are going to feed the 
world in the future. Again watch the Jimmy Kimmel 
Live “What’s a GMO”. Thanks for your time and 
hope to help you in your future seed needs.  CPC
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Feeding
Facts
By Curtis Beach
 Cattlemen, we are 
in uncharted territory, 
as far as prices go!!!! 
Hold on to your hats 
and enjoy the ride!!! For 
every price story you have, someone has a better 
one. Did you ever imagine in your wildest dream 
that fat cattle would be above $167.00. I had a 
producer from Phillips county call and say he had 
fats bring $179.00 in Dec. WOW, what a price!!! 
I feel so lucky to be able participate in this event. 
I was able to advise producers the only thing they 
could do wrong this fall was let them die!!!! It was 
not wrong to sell at the sale barn right off the cow, 
you got a very good price. It was not wrong to sell 
after weaning and feeding for 45 days. It was very 
profitable to feed for 90 or 120 after weaning, you 
got paid very well for feed and time and incidentals. 
Some producers are considering feeding there calves 
out to fats. Yes it is risky but may pay very good 
dividends.
 So much for what you already know. We need to 
make sure to make every effort to keep calves alive. 
Take the time to be prepared, you know what you 
have to do. Sometimes the little things make a big 
difference. 
 After calving keep a good supply of mineral out, 
with at least 1 feeding station for every 50 cows. 
Make sure you have plenty of bunk room, tire room, 
etc. 
 Move pairs to a different location, away from 
cows that are close up. I know it makes for extra 
chores but will hold scours levels down. If you have 
a history of scours where you are calving feed BIO 
MOS for 6 weeks prior to calving. It may be your 
best insurance. 
 In closing, ENJOY THE RIDE - SAVE ALL THE 
CALVES YOU CAN - LET CENTRAL PLAINS 
FEED THEM!!!!
HELLO 2015-HERE WE COME
THANKS, BEACH CPC

Feed & Things
By Jim Sweat 
 As the New Year is getting started, we should be 
planning our attack for a successful 2015. Easy to say 
but it can be hard to do. What will 2015 bring? As my 
dad use to say ‘it depends on the weather’. Growing up, 
I would always ask him what we would be doing the 
next day and he would always say ’it depends on the 
weather’. While a profitable farming year does require 
decent weather to raise bushels to sell and pounds of 
beef to market, the prices that we get for our bushels 
and pounds and the prices that we have to pay for our 
inputs has as great an influence on a successful year as 
anything!
 The cattle outlook should be good for 2015 as we 
haven’t increased the cow supply in this country to 
where we are pushing prices lower. The other meats, 
pork and poultry, can increase the meat supply a lot 
faster and that may temper the high side of beef prices 
but it shouldn’t let the bottom fall out. With the grain 
supply in the world keeping the feed cost down, 2015 
should be a profitable year for the cattle industry. That 
is a great help to the livestock producer but it is little 
comfort for the farmers that are strictly grain producers. 
 Some of you have already started calving and some 
of you will start later this spring. Regardless of when 
you calve, one of the keys of a live healthy calf is a 
sound nutrition program. A sound program will meet 
the needs of the cow year round. The Crystalyx barrels 
that we sell have required minerals and vitamins that 
the cow requires. I did have one producer say that they 
did not have enough in them. If you provide minerals 
and vitamins daily for the full year, they should have 
enough in them. If there is a time period that you don’t 
provide a mineral fortified with vitamins for a period 
of time then you may be short. If the cow is trying 
to play catch up the barrels may not have enough in 
them. The Breed-up line of Crystalyx barrels have 
twice the mineral and vitamin package in them but if 
your cows went all summer or for an extended time 
without minerals and vitamins the cow still may not 
get enough in their system to get a healthy live calve on 
the ground. Supplement with either Stockmaster loose 
mineral or with a Crystalyx barrel at all times.
 We don’t fertilize our crops the last 60 days before 
harvest and expect a bumper crop do we. We have the 
fertilizer available to the crop during the entire growing 
period to get bumper crops. The same hold true for 
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having healthy live calves born on your farm. Nutrition 
is a year round project! If your mineral and vitamin 
program is short, we have Stockmaster minerals and 
Crystalyx protein and mineral barrels available to help 
with your nutrition program all year long.
 If you have a history of scours on your farm there 
is a tool that can help reduce the chances of having a 
scour outbreak on your farm. BioMos fed to your cows 
45 to 60 days before calving and fed 45 to 60 days after 
calving helps reduce the scour break outs. We have 
Stockmaster Sweet Phos 12 Cu with BioMos in it and 
we have two Crystalyx barrels in stock with BioMos 
in them. They are Crystalyx BGF-30 with BioMos and 
Crystalyx Breed-up 28 with BioMos. If you can’t rotate 
calving grounds yearly, have plenty of straw around for 
bedding and put out fresh often as it will help keep the 
calves off of the ground and they will have less chance 
of contacting contaminated ground.
 Now that we have a healthy live calve on the 
ground we need to keep the cow in condition to first 
provide milk for the calf on the ground and second 
to have the cow in condition to breed back. You only 
have 90 days to get the cow in condition to rebreed. In 
that 90 days she is giving all the milk she can produce 
to the calf on the ground. That is a huge drain on her 
ability to conceive when the bull is first turned in. This 
is where the Crystalyx line of Breed-up products are a 
great tool to have at your disposal. We have in stock 
three of the Breed-up barrels. Breed-up 28 is a 28 
percent protein barrel with chelated/organic minerals. 
Breed-up 17 Mag is a 17 percent protein barrel with 
extra magnesium for grass tetany conditions also with 
the chelated/organic minerals. Breed-up Max, this 
barrel doesn’t have any additional protein in it but has 
the chelated/organic mineral minerals in it. Crystalyx 
recommends feeding Breed-up supplements from six 
weeks prior to calving through the breeding season. 
 Things to have on hand if you are calving. At 
least one serving of a good quality colostrum product. 
We stock Opti-prime calf colostrum replacer and 
supplement from Hubbard Feeds. It has a fair shelve 
life but if you keep it in the freezer you can keep it 
longer. You should keep some on hand as a newborn 
calf’s stomach will only accept the nutrients from the 
colostrum for a few hours. It is best to get some in 
the calf in the first 12 hours of life. After 24 hours it 
may do some good but it would be better in the first 12 
hours. The other items you should have on hand is a 
good calf puller and the number of the Veterinary that 

doesn’t mind phone calls in the middle of the night 
in your cell phone. May you never have to use any of 
these items but it is always good to be prepared!
 Other items that we try to keep in stock besides the 
Opti-prime Calf Colostrum Replacer & Supplement 
are Opti Calf Paste and Opti Care Thrive. The Opti 
Calf Paste is for calves that have been treated for scours 
and need to get their stomachs restarted or for those 
that are a little down but not bad enough to take to the 
barn and treat. The Opti Care Thrive is fed in a bottle 
to a calf that has scours and needs the liquid and the 
electrolytes, nutrients and the live naturally occurring 
microorganisms to keep them going. Thrive is to be 
fed twice a day for two days then back on the regular 
milk program. We also stock Milk Replacer with Neo-
Terra if and when you need it.
 Thank you for your time that it took to read this 
and I hope you can take with you something that can 
be used in the future.
 We thank you for your past business and we hope 
that Central Plains Coop can be of assistance to you in 
the future!  CPC

Notes from Cedar
By Neil Hopson

 Happy New Year everyone! Hopefully 2015 finds 
you healthy and happy. We would like to thank everyone 
for giving us their business in 2014 and hope to see 
you again this year. We are here to serve you so please 
let us know if there is something we can help you with.  
The New Year brings a certain excitement of all the 
possibilities that might occur. With any luck this year 
we just might kick this drought and have something 
that more closely resembles normal precipitation. We 
had a great and successful Fall Harvest despite the 
year. I would like to thank everyone who was patient 
with us while our scale was down during harvest. We 
heard the Milo yields were better than expected and 
had reports of some excellent soybean yields. We have 
had a busy winter here at Cedar. We are shipping 2013 
Wheat out of our flat storage to be blended and put 
on rail. The current export situation for Milo has kept 
us busy shipping it out. The height of cattle prices 

Notes from Cedar continued on page 6



Page 6 Central Plains Co-op

Chemical and Fertilizer 
Department
By Bret Tuxhorn

 First of all, we would like to thank you for your 
business this past year and look forward to working with 
you in the future.
 To begin, we are carrying a dry starter fertilizer 
called 40 Rock with an analysis of 12-40-0 with a 6.5% 
sulfur and 1% zinc. Each granule of this product carries 
the same analysis and is a uniform clean material that 
works great in air seeders and also for a broadcast 
application. we also have 11-52-0 and 46-0-0, sulfur and 
zinc that we can blend for whatever your soil is calling 
for. Something new that we are looking at stocking 
is a liquid starter called XLR-rate. It is a 7-17-3 with 
copper-iron-manganese and zinc. This is a low salt 
orthophosphate so it is a lot safer if being placed close to 
seed.
 If you have problems with screens plugging with 
10-34-0, the XLR-rate is a much cleaner product that 
would help prevent that headache. With that said, if 
you have fields deficient in phosphate, it would be a 
good practice to use 11-52-0 or 40 Rock sometime in 
the rotation to help build the soil profile. If the XLR is 
something you would be interested in, we would like 
to know so we have the product in stock come planting 
time.
 As in the past, we have pre-emerge herbicides to 
post-emerge, plus surfactants to make them work better. 
If you have any questions about fertilizer of chemicals, 
give us a call or stop by. CPC

Notes from Decar continued from page 5

encouraged more producers to hang on to calves and 
feed them. So we are staying busy mixing feed.
 For your cattle we have a variety protein 
supplements in stock to meet your needs. We have 
the Crystalyx BGF-30 in a steel or biodegradable 
tub, Crystalyx  Breed UP 28 in a steel tub, Easyblox 
DDG in a plastic tub, 32% Range cubes, and 20% 
DDG Cubes. We are also carrying several options for 
your mineral supplementation Crystalyx Mineralyx, 
Crystalyx CrystalPhos, and a full line of Stockmaster 
loose mineral. Calving season will be starting soon and 
we have tagging supplies and other things that come in 
handy during calving.
 We do carry a variety of merchandise so stop by 
and see what we have got. It might just save you a trip 
to town. You can also check the latest grain prices and 
have a pop or candy bar. You could also just stop by 
and say hello. We appreciate your business. Thanks.  
CPC
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Athol Station
By Max

 Not much new at the staion in Athol. Tire repairs, alignments, auto service on the farm service, new tires, 
brakes, truck repairs, all available at your small town Coop station. 
 In the Petroleum and Lubricant Department we are busy with propane and fuel delivieries. Our winder 
blend Cenex diesel contains No. 1. This adds to the price you pay but we have not had jell problems in several 
years by going with a higher percentage of No. 1 diesel. Below is a Cenex article about spring tank  
maintenance. The temperature fluctuates this time of year making this something to be aware of.  
 I would also like to remind you producers we do deliver bulk oil. Just give Allen of myself a call and get 
price or equipment information. 
 Thanks from all of us at the station in Athol. CPC


